
Vortex Breaker
Special seat solves severe wear problem.

Problem: An 8˝ competitor’s, metal seated, ball valve located under a pulp mill
knotter was experiencing severe wear as a result of a sand bearing vortex in the
knotter, immediately above the valve. The valve was replaced with a Fabri-Valve Fig.
42. However, it too experienced severe wear of the hardened steel gate which
required maintenance after only six weeks.

Solution: The standard hard faced Fig. 42 replaceable seat was replaced with a seat
specially configured to disrupt the vortex adjacent to the gate and trap the swirling
sand. The special seat consists of a standard Fig. 42 replaceable seat with the addition
of a set of hardened lugs, welded to the ID, adjacent to the gate face.

Result: The valve has been in service for over 14 months without service.
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